A Part of Speech Tagset for Sinhala

This document summarises the issues identified in the discussions held while
preparing the part of speech tagset for Sinhala. The tags identified are given at end
of the document.

Issues

1.

Word Separation
In Sinhala, there is no generally accepted set of rules for word separation. But
there seem to be groups of writers who conform to certain rules. This fact is
reflected in the 10 million word Sinhala corpus too. A decision has to be taken
to preserve the consistency of the part of speech tagging process.
1.1. Separation of Particles and Post-positions
E.Q. B8eds | Bed @, @9c @0¢, dyed, @y od, S @B
1.2. Separation of Compound Nouns
E.g. 80 BemEs
Segmentation
It is the practice in Sinhala writing to combine two words belonging to certain
grammatical categories to form one orthographic word.
E.Q. cfend, Diees), O8B, 0B, c8B, BB, 3o S, &
Multiword
Certain word combinations/phrases can function as one grammatical category.
E.Q. 008 8860388, 2568 e200, 3§ BES, AC A, DO B
Unknown Grammatical Categories
It is hard to determine the grammatical categories of certain words as they do
not show the characteristics of any known grammatical category by
themselves, particularly in the initial part of some compound verbs.
E.Q. 8 B8edws, @530, o 9o, ¢OEQed, sog D@0
Membership criteria for post-positions and particles of Nipatha
By definition a post-position follows a noun or a noun phrase. In traditional
grammar of Sinhala called them as nipatha. But in some cases nipatha follow
too. In such context it is more appropriate to label them as particles.

E.g. com Aen e / 90 /| 38/ quds: /| Ben
e e @B | ng | Ben

Pronouns

One part of speech label can be assigned to all the pronouns. A detailed tag can
be assigned simple table look-up by maintaining a list of all the pronouns as
they form closed class.



TAG Description Example

NNR Common Noun Root 88, 89, G

NNM Common Noun @B, ACE), Rvvewnd, DDV

Masculine

NNF Common Noun Feminine | B88ew) , 3:38D

NNN Common Noun Neuter 89y, ®®

NNPA Proper Noun Animate olafaNeImCIo)

NNPI Proper Noun Inanimate | s8mges, ceededd

PRPM Pronoun Masculine R, T, B

PRPF Pronoun Feminine g3, OB

PRPN Pronoun Neuter D@, @

PRPC Pronoun Common PO, YY)

QFNUM | Number Quantifier O, 6COB

DET Determiner 6®, &, a3, ¥x, ede®d, Bae,

JJ Adjective S0, 8¢

RB Adverb D0, 9B

RP Particle ®, G &, ¢ B9, B, 9o

VFEM Verb Finite Main ACD, NECH®

VNF Verb Non Finite A, AE®Y, AEE, DN

VP1 Verb Participle 1 AED,NGE, DG

VP2 Verb Participle 2 AED), DED)

VP3 Verb Participle 3 N BB

VP4 Verb Participle 4 ACBer, Eed, el

VNN Verbal Non Finite Noun | @:8®, &3, c®

POST Postpositions D, 63, LBEH)

CcC Conjunctions 0y, ¢, B, el

NVB Noun in Kriya Mula 23E)® DO, IEBE DODL)

JVB Adjective in Kriya Mula | 8296 c0m2), 9296 cOH),
g DO

UH Interjection gend , Os, B, s

FRW Foreign Word Computer

SYM Not Classified A4




